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RANDOM NQTES

By Fisher Ames

. Such =thin Promontorles of sand

ook to the casual obsorver like mere

dead bones of land Wwithout Hesh,
—-sinew-or 0
by wind and sea. There ia pleaty of
lite, however, -on and under its arid
surfoce; much change, growth and
decay.

" At the r&cky sectlons of our coast
where the wateér s not too deep the
_ Béa gains a little in its battlo with
the land. To beaches like ours, moul-
ded by time to the best pussive resls-
tance shape, the sea has had to grant
the right-1o exist. Hera the processos
of destruction and construction take
place alternately, offsettihg each
other, Sometimes the materlal drig-
ged away by the backwash of storm
surt 1s' partially replaced a{ once b

T "the surreat of mand streamlng down

-
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~--~>mouth buiit--216 over a alightly
longer period.: The Gurnet Light

TT7TTtHe beach

T TBurmine? waves Uintll a pew amooth’ John Smith: tho records of thoir
........ Burface 1s.1ald down aver.tham. .

from beaches and rock-mills to the
north- and by the glacinl pebbles
hurled up by the waves,

T T THese T pebbleET are dorne” ‘dshore

buoyed up by rock-weed and )amin.
oria or ‘dovil'e-apron whose suckers
are anohored.lo thom. They are
easlly distinguished from boach pob-
bles, even -without
seaweed, by thelr Irregular outline
and many sides. In time as they grind
together in the ceaacless swash they
acquire the _t% ieal ovoldal shape of
1" pebble.” Thus many peb-

" bles become pills und the pills evens
tually become powder and anothor
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i more properly places where ship-
bullding was going on, numbered 89
and of these Mamsachusotts had 34,
whoso record of vessels bullt was-al-
most nine times that of nll other New
Englund Staies put together. Duxbury:
| and Plymouth were firal to start the
lndastry in Maesachusetts gqqutjt”gx,f
163 16 " iiiiber " of Vessolr~bullt until
thelr ehallow waters could nbt cope
with the growing demand for ships
of 'a much larger tonnage.

™ " From 17537ty 1835 wore Duxbury's
busiost years. Thon the decline began
and after 1843 ship bullding practl-
cally died out In the town. As the
white salls grew fowor on one sldy orI
the barrior:beach they thickened on!
tho eastern sldo. The tall awlft clip.
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runs between Boston and Salom and!

per ships wore maklng thelr famous, 8

like sportipg dogs trajned In the pur-
Buft bf one kind of game and one kind
. Our land "had little to ofter
them besides fresh water, a fow wild
triits 1n sbason and sassntras, The
oll trom tho root of that lauracious
tree, howevor, was much more valu-
Bble then, 1 hodt
Is 7 stlll "ueed medicinally and “tor ,
Ravoring. It grew in oue or two
sheltered spots on tho bar and'n few |
spocimens exist at High Pines toduy,
Thers1g muth o7 1t"5n tho mafnland,
The vessels that Duxbury‘uenl out
past the. Gurnot—-gchooners, brigs
and ships—wero sturdy craft not
bullt for oceun racing ke tho clip-
pors, of lgbt tonnage most of them
though Ezra Westons ship “Hops,"
80 tons, launched In 1841, was the
biggest American vossel of her day.

]

othor Now England ports, and the far Mr. Weston could also number moro
Orlent. These wore the last great 88%in fu his cargo-carrying floet than

tho adhoring|

was to anv, It had seen ita fNirat sowme
800 years bhofore when the blonde
soa rover, luit Ericeon, came in his
red clloker - buiit, dragon - prowed
“ship: Itg ‘brond "sall hung 10w from
the yardarm_on its sloglo maat and
when the wind tatled two banks of
strong-armod oaramen drove the vea-
sol forward.

Othor Norsamoen probably saw our
bay but nothing camuy, of thelr visits.

; They took no intorest §n mew lunds,

_that offered no opportunities for loot
or such fighting forays us their Suxas,
colebrated. Foltowing tha Vikings
after u long blank Interval catue the'

. deop-waler salllug . ahips .the. buach | 80Y.other shin hullder in the country. .

‘to - Duxbury “and other “American

quota of sand is added to the beach. avskors for a siralglit route to tnd'a
Some also remain to collect and bind and fabled Cathay; Gosnuld. Mariin
the flne material brought in by gontle Hoblsher, Cabot, Yerrazno. Clptnlnr
. -4 voynges are not very. acourate. They,

tant 1ight. : ke the Norsoman, were not interos.
Tn?“‘,’&‘;,,',’:‘:,:'“;’:,:m‘?:,;,.m Bbm' ted in the land that hocame Now
Duxbury butit at loast 263 vessots be- Eagland. They lcoked upon it as un
tween 1780 and- 1843, while Ply- obstruotion,” a cruel barrior acrons
* thelr sas gath to the richep tn gold

must have figured largely in the com-
ings and goings of that host of salls
not  to mention the visitors from
other parts. New England ports, or

and ellver, in aplees and preclous
Jawels of the Indies. It took 100
yokrs for that sumptuous dream to;
dlo out. :

These waundorlug uxjilorors were

]

he ‘was like tho old Wellfleet geaman
- who. had_yisited

In 1724 tho Euglish ghip dulldors
on tho Thames complalned that
thelr best wérkmen were being lured

ports. The forests-of- England had
already commonced to tail whon the
American coloules, stitl in thelr In.
tancy, were amply supplled with the
fluost kind ot waterial for shipbulld.
ing. We had apparently inexhaustt-
ble asupplles of white oak,_ tough,
olastic and durablo, and Immense~
quantities ot yallow . ploe. and the.
straight white pine that was rated so
valuable for ehipbuflding that the
King bud tho best of thom marked
and set wside for naval use In Eng-
land. Amorica offérod more to the
British carpentors than the wood to
work with; they were axempt from
military duty and-favored in many
other ways.

Amarican shipping roached Its
maximum In 1826, In that year our
vossols carrled 96 pur cent of our
imports and 89.6 por cent of our ex-
gorts,_ a porceutaxe never .oqualled

o

fore or since.

"Wo wore great then,” one of the
lant of Duzbury‘s old salts said to ms
many yeara agov. “Wo did things.*
was his nomewhat vague conclusion.
He had just commonted on a picture|
hanging on my study wall; “The laat
time I maw that fountain it wasn't
Walor sbe was spoutiug, it was good
red wine. Bpnln was celobrating the
birth ot the Kimg's son. The teller
with the Jong lip and big nose. Al-
bhonso. I bupg round that tountain
‘oonsideradle-that duy.'Sg-1-tosrmea
that “Tubby* had bean one, though a,
late member, ot Duxbury's long line
of seafaring men.
_Tubby called _himsalt -a “bitter
Demoorat, - but—-a- kiditor~man._{t
-y aon hard Lo _find,_Shost
and thickest he stood aturdily on
legs that were bowed, he oxplained,
from trylog to keep his-equilibrium
on rolling deoke. He bad beon around
the world several timog but had geen
very little of his native land. In that
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4 ; vop- had--occes
to go as far as Chatham'—about
miles gwRy. ="=" . '




